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Romans 4:1-8 

 
LIBERATION FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN 

 
 

THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM 
 
A. The Father of Faith 
 
B. Abram to Abraham—the Father of many nations 
 
Genesis 17:3-6 NKJV 
“At this, Abram fell face down on the ground. Then God said to him, “This is my 
covenant with you: I will make you the father of a multitude of nations! What’s 
more, I am changing your name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be 
called Abraham, for you will be the father of many nations. I will make you 
extremely fruitful. Your descendants will become many nations, and kings will be 
among them!” 
 
 
C. Native of Ur in Mesopotamia 
 
1. Also known as the Fertile Crescent—region of the Middle East and Asia  
 
Minor—it is the part of the world where many of the oldest civilizations arose and  
 
still remain relevant today. 
 
2. Mesopotamia is formed from the ancient words “meso” meaning  
 
between or in the middle of, and “potamia” meaning river. It was situated  
 
between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers—the region now home to Iraq, Kuwait,  
 



Turkey, and Syria. Historically, this included Babylon which was home to the  
 
largest city of Uruk, comprised of 40,000 to 80,000 persons. The region was  
 
known for its prosperity, rich literature, mathematics, and astronomy. It is also  
 
believed to be the first place where a written language was introduced. 
 
 
FROM THE MIDST OF UR IN MESOPOTAMIA—home of the Chaldeans/ 
 
Babylonians, God chose a man named Abraham to become the father of many  
 
nations. 
 
Do not miss the SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD—God can and will use whomever He 
chooses to accomplish His SOVEREIGN and DIVINE will!!’ 
 
 
Chapters 1-3——Paul has proved that all people, Jews and Gentiles, are sinners. 
 
Romans 3:23 NKJV 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
 
Chapter 4———-Paul explains how all sinners can be saved. 
 
Paul used Abraham as his example as the Jews would be unable or refuse to  
 
comprehend justification by faith. They were steeped in the Law (works). 
 
Titus 3:3-7 NKJV 
“For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But 
when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom 
He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been 



justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.” 
 
Titus 3:3-7 NLT 
“Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were misled and became slaves 
to many lusts and pleasures. Our lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated 
each other. But— When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved 
us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. 
He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy 
Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave us confidence 
that we will inherit eternal life.” 
 
Abraham—THE PATRIARCH OF FAITH (4:1-8) 
 

1. Was Abraham justified by what he did (works)? 

1. What made him a great man of God? 

HE BELIEVED GOD! 
 
Genesis 15:6 NLT 
“And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of 
his faith.” 
 
HUMANITY STILL AT WORK: 
 
Genesis 15:7-8 NLT 
“Then the Lord told him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land as your possession.” But Abram replied, “O 
Sovereign Lord, how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?”” 
Genesis 15:7-8 NLT 
 
 
 
GOD MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 
 



Genesis 15:9-21 
“The Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” So Abram 
presented all these to him and killed them. Then he cut each animal down the 
middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half. 
Some vultures swooped down to eat the carcasses, but Abram chased them away. 
As the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness 
came down over him. Then the Lord said to Abram, “You can be sure that your 
descendants will be strangers in a foreign land, where they will be oppressed as 
slaves for 400 years. But I will punish the nation that enslaves them, and in the 
end they will come away with great wealth. (As for you, you will die in peace and 
be buried at a ripe old age.) After four generations your descendants will return 
here to this land, for the sins of the Amorites do not yet warrant their 
destruction.” After the sun went down and darkness fell, Abram saw a smoking 
firepot and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the carcasses. So the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your 
descendants, all the way from the border of Egypt to the great Euphrates River— 
the land now occupied by the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”” 
Genesis 15:9-21 NLT 
 
CONCLUSION: Abraham was saved through faith, not works. As a result of this,  
he is the father not only of the Jews but the father of faith!  God made a promise 
to Abraham and Abraham trusted God to fulfill it. Because of his faith, God 
credited him with righteousness—not for something he had done but for his 
simple belief!!! 
 
 
Romans 4:4-8 NLT 
“When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 
But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but because of 
their faith in God who forgives sinners. David also spoke of this when he 
described the happiness of those who are declared righteous without working for 
it: “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out 
of sight. Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.”” 
 
 



Verse 5 reminds us of righteousness being counted unto Abraham. This means  
TO RECKON or TO PUT TO ONE’S ACCOUNT. Rather than something to be  
earned, God’s righteousness is credited to our spiritually bankrupt accounts. A  
deposit is made of His righteousness which gives value to our account—no  
payment plan is required! 
 
 
Verse 6–David as Example 
 
1 Samuel 13:14 NLT 
“But now your kingdom must end, for the Lord has sought out a man after his 
own heart. The Lord has already appointed him to be the leader of his people, 
because you have not kept the Lord’s command.”” 
1 Samuel 13:14 NLT 
 
Acts 13:22-23 NLT 
“But God removed Saul and replaced him with David, a man about whom God 
said, ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart. He will do 
everything I want him to do.’ “And it is one of King David’s descendants, Jesus, 
who is God’s promised Savior of Israel!” 
Acts of the Apostles 13:22-23 NLT 
 
 
Verses 7 and 8 hammer home that the idea of salvation is not found in works.  
King David’s works could surely not serve as a means to his obtaining 
righteousness: 
 
A. Coveting  
 
B. Adultery  
 
C. Murder 
 
 
 
POINTS TO PONDER: 
 



A. Abraham is an example of how gods justify the lost. 
 
B. David is an example of how God deals with sin in the life of the believer 
 
BOTH BY FAITH!!! 
 
David could not do anything to restore or return chastity to Bathsheeba. Nor 
could he bring her husband Uriah, whom he murdered, back to life. Yet the 
GRACE OF GOD provided David an undeserved and unearned PARDON!!! 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
David REJOICED! He did so because “the Lord will not impute sin or hold it against 
us) if BY FAITH WE REPENT of those sins and TRUST GOD FOR FORGIVENESS.  
 
A. The person trusting in works will forever be in doubt—wondering if they  
have done enough or done that which is right! 
 
B. The person justified by faith, can be happy, and find rest in the promises of  
God. 
 
1 John 1:5-7 NLT 
“This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, 
and there is no darkness in him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship 
with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. But 
if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with 
each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 
 


